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it furnishes the best example of the diplomatic and political
duties which fall to the lot of British officers in India, I will
here attempt some description of its surroundings as they then
were.

The dominions of the Nizam, including Berar, comprise an
area of 80,000 square miles with a population of nine millions,
and are diversified in an extraordinary degree, as regards
geology, products, race and language. They are surrounded by
British territories, the Madras Presidency lying on the south
and east of them, the Bombay Presidency on the west, and the
Central Provinces on the north. In one part of them there are
trap-rock formations, rich black soil and cotton cultivation;
in another granite rocks, light soil and rice fields. In
some tracts the laterite formations affect the soil and the
cultivation. Many tracts are destitute of artificial irrigation;
in the eastern quarter, however, Ml use is made of natural
advantages, after the manner already described in chapter XI.,
to form artificial lakes as reservoirs for small canals. The
facilities presented by nature in this region for the construc-
tion of such reservoirs are greater than in any other part of
India. These tanks, or, as they should often be designated,
lakes, are common in several provinces or districts of the
empire, but nowhere are they so numerous as here; and one
of them is the largest of its kind in the empire. They are
memorials of the early Hindu kings of the Telugu race whom
the Muhammadans displaced. A lake of this description is
always picturesque, because hills hollows ravines and torrent
beds are essential to its successful construction. Above and
around it there will be rocks woods and lairs of wild beasts,
and below it the irrigated fields with their rich crops.

The Nizam's subjects are in the mass Hindus, speaking in
the north and west the Mahratta language, in the east and
south the Telugu, and in the south-west the Canarese. The
Nizam and his nobles are Muhammadan, so also is a large part
of his army; but the Muhammadans dwell in the Deccan as
rulers priests landlords soldiers, and have not any hold upon
the land as agriculturists.